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Work starts to
tackle peak time
traffic snarl-ups
RUSH-HOUR traffic misery going in and out of
Warwick could be a thing of the past, with major
road improvements at a main gateway into town
now under way.

Work started on 5th August and will go on for 40
weeks to tackle the daily snarl-ups at Stanks roundabout,
which traffic chiefs say is unable to cope with heavy
demand at peak times.
Traffic now queues regularly on the A46 slip roads and
on Birmingham Road travelling from Hatton during the
morning rush-hour and into Warwick town centre during
evening rush-hour. The queues also back up and interfere
with the flow of traffic on the A46 and block-up entry
points at the roundabout.
Warwickshire County Council said the works will be
done outside peak hours to minimise disruption and
during the first few weeks it will be mainly offline works
with minimal traffic management.

Delays

 Broadcaster Gloria Hunniford was guest of honour at the recent Parkfest festival, held at Great Alne Park. With the sun shining down she was
pictured enjoying the atmosphere with a spot of bubbly along with resident Tony Francis, Phil Bayliss, head of later living at Legal and General,
and Rebecca Parker, head of events at Inspired Villages, which created
the festival.
A sell-out crowd of more than 400 people of all ages flocked to the festival, which featured Birmingham Jazz Festival performers Digby Fairweather and the Water Gypsies, as well as celebrity acts including Four
Poofs and a Piano of Friday Night with Jonathan Ross fame and TVs Dr
Dawn Harper. Stratford covers band Texan Peacocks headlined the festival, which also featured yoga, face painting, wine tasting, Great Alne
brewery Purity and much more.
Inspired Villages director James Cobb said: “This year’s Parkfest was
an even bigger success than last year. It was fantastic to see our residents, their families, staff and the local community all come together at
Great Alne Park to show that you can have the time of your life in retirement.”
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However, as work progresses traffic management will
be increased which may cause delays.
But they say the works are essential not only to tackle
the current situation, but also to prepare for heavier traffic
in future.
As part of the works traffic control signals that can
detect vehicles and adjust their settings to respond to fluctuations in traffic will be installed to minimise queuing
and help improve traffic flow.
Cycling and walking facilities will also be provided to
create better links between the town centre, residential
and business areas, towards Budbrooke, Hatton and the
railway station.
The works are being funded by Warwickshire County
Council, the Coventry and Warwickshire Local Enterprise
Partnership (CWLEP) through the Government’s Local
Growth Fund and developer funding.
Councillor Jeff Clarke, Warwickshire County Council’s
portfolio holder for transport and planning, said: “We
know that there are a number of transport pressures on
Stanks Island and the Birmingham Road corridor in Warwick, with queuing on the A46 slip roads during the
morning rush-hour being a particular concern.
“These works will do a lot to ease that and commuters
will see a huge improvement once they are finished.
“The works will also make it possible to cycle or walk
into Warwick from the surrounding areas contributing to
Warwickshire’s commitment to increasing opportunities
for sustainable travel and reduced carbon emissions.
“With any works programme of this size, there will

Police launch appeal
after fatal car crash
POLICE are appealing for witnesses following a fatal
road traffic collision near Flyford Flavell earlier this
month in which a woman in her 30s lost her life.
The collision, which involved a green Ford C-Max and
a blue Audi S3, occurred at around 9.20pm on Friday,
2nd August on the A422 Alcester Road between Flyford
Flavell and Inkberrow.
The driver of the Ford C-Max, a woman in her 30s,
was pronounced dead at the scene and her next of kin
have been informed.
The occupants of the Audi, two men in their 20s, suffered serious injuries and were taken to hospital for treatment.
Road closures were in place while emergency services
were in attendance.
If anyone witnessed the collision or has any dashcam
footage of the incident, call West Mercia Police on 101
quoting incident number 833s of 2 August 2019.
Alternatively, information can be given anonymously
to the independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555
111 or via their website.

unfortunately be some disruption to journeys while the
works are ongoing.
“Residents, drivers and businesses in the nearby area
can be assured that we will be working with contractors
to keep this to an absolute minimum.”
The funding for the project from the CWLEP is part of
an overall £131million Local Growth Fund package for
Coventry and Warwickshire.
Sean Farnell, board director at the Coventry and Warwickshire Local Enterprise Partnership, said: “The Local
Growth Fund has given LEPs the autonomy to make
decisions to fund projects in their areas which boost the
economy and businesses and when this project is completed, traffic flow in and out of Warwick will be
enhanced.
“This is one of the gateways to Warwick and it is vital
we create the right first impression for visitors as well as
improving commuting time for business people.”
Geoff Poyzer, managing director of the Highways
Division of nmcn plc, said: ‘We are delighted to have
been awarded this contract.
“The improvement works at Stanks Island and the
Birmingham Road corridor will help to reduce congestion
and improve public safety on this important part of the
highway network’
 Go to www.warwickshire.gov.uk/stanksisland to
see details of the works.
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Booming Henley firm
targeting tenth office
BY SIMON WOODINGS
swoodings@stratford?herald.com

REPL – which has its headquarters in Henley – has set its sights
on its tenth global office after
continued international growth.
The retail IT consultancy and technology firm has announced a
£26.9million gross turnover for its
latest financial year, an increase of 20
per cent, as it looks to expand into new
European territories to continue to
grow its global presence and
strengthen its team worldwide.
After successfully opening new
offices in Singapore, South Africa and
Texas, REPL is now looking to venture into a new European market as it
looks to acquire office space in Germany, marking this as its tenth office
location across the globe and
increasing its presence on the continent.
As part of this global expansion,
recruitment is high on REPL’s agenda
and the firm has already made 50 plus

n REPL executive chairman Mike
Callender.

new hires globally since 1st January
2019.
This number is set to rise as REPL
now moves its attention to recruiting
for new senior positions including a
managing partner for supply chain and

a managing director for its American
operations.
The company, which recorded
profits of just over £2million in
2018/19, has continued to invest substantially in robotic process automation (RPA) and data science.
This has allowed REPL to capitalise
on the 2018 opening of its Warwickbased testing hub that has facilitated
the firm’s R&D automation testing for
its partnership with BP.
Mike Callender, executive chairman
of REPL said: “So far, 2019 has been a
great success for REPL and we hope to
continue this momentum in the second
half of the year. We’re investing
heavily in our people and, following
our expansion into new markets last
year, we are excited to open another
office a bit closer to home.
“We’re also committed to furthering
our data science capabilities and capitalising on our investment in automated testing as well as continuing to
focus on our core business of helping
retailers maximise the returns from
their IT investments.”

BOILER SERVICING
+ GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATE

Forum puts spotlight on SEND interns
WARWICKSHIRE businesses,
colleges and training providers
came out in force once again for
the second Supportive Employers
Inc forum.
Around 40 representatives from
businesses joined Warwickshire
County Council (WCC) and the
Careers and Enterprise Company
in Coventry and Warwickshire
(CEC) for the event which aimed
to bring firms together to share
ideas and best practice on providing supported internships to

people with Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities (SEND).
The Supportive Employers Inc
partnership between the county
council and the CEC is looking to
create a network of businesses
that can offer work experience
and potentially apprenticeships.
As well as representatives from
WCC and the CEC, other agencies were represented including
the Department for Education and
the Department for Work and
Pensions who advised businesses

on how they could access support
from the department.
The government has committed
to a 20 per cent increase in the
uptake of apprentices with SEND
by 2020.
Nationally, there are nearly a
quarter of a million people currently in education with an Education, Health and Care Plan
(EHCP). Of this number, while
nearly 80 per cent would like to
get a job, a mere six per cent actually go into paid employment.

DOG TRAINING

Pet Dog Training Classes from Beginner to Advanced

STARTING 10th SEPTEMBER
Bookings Being Taken Now
at Bearley Hall Village Hall CV37 0SR
Individual tuition also available
Julie Harris-Stephens affiliated to British Institute of Professional Dog Trainers Grade 1 Honours

For further details & bookings contact Julie on 07799

Julie@waggie-walkers.co.uk
www.waggiewalkersdogtraining.co.uk
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